Dr. David W. Gurney is a retired associate professor from the College of Education at the University of Central Florida in Orlando.  Currently, he is an Interdisciplinary Fellow at the University.  He has co-taught classes in Latin American History, International Business, Philosophy of Language and Freshman Composition.  Dr. Gurney was the program specialist in the College of Education responsible for teacher preparation in foreign languages, a state approved degree program, and a program that he designed.
Dr. Gurney’s musical background includes singing for 3 decades with the Camerata Chorus in a majority of the many opera productions staged by Orlando Opera (he performed in over 35 operas).  In addition, members of the chorus performed in various concerts and operas or opera vignettes produced by other groups.  The Camerata performed in concerts with various choral groups in Central and West Coast Florida, such as the Bach Festival Choir and the West Coast Choral Society.  He was a member of the Army Language School Russian choir at the Presidio of Monterey, California.  In college, he was a member of the University of Virginia Glee Club, appearing in Gilbert & Sullivan’s Beggars Opera, as well as numerous concerts.  Solo work included performances with a minstrel group in his native city of Norfolk, Virginia, frequent performances with a local jazz band, as well as singing the lead in the Comet Show, an annual production of the Granby High School chorus (also, in Norfolk).  At Granby HS, he was a member of the first high school madrigal group on the East Coast.  The chorus, also, presented Trial by Jury (Gilbert & Sulivan). Dr. Gurney sang, also, in the Norfolk Civic Chorus and the choirs of Ruffner Junior High School and those of several Norfolk churches (including, Christ and St. Luke’s Episcopal Church Epworth Episcopal Church and First Methodist Church..  Currently, Dr. Gurney is a member of the Bach Festival Choir in Winter Park, Florida.  The choir, recently, performed sacred music of Mozart on a concert tour of Ireland (June 2006).  He has extended his interest and ability in music to composition in a small way.

A major extension of his work in opera has been his writing of short form poems about the roles in opera.  He created a short form poem that integrated features of three short form poems:  Haiku, Cinquain and Diamante (3, 5 & 7 lines respectively).  Dr. Gurney’s innovative form contains six lines.  It begins with the name of the character in the operatic role and ends, usually, with a single word that reflects the final state or condition of the character (often, they are “dead”!)  These poems, over 500 after the 2005-2006 season are self-published  in a book entitled, Opera in Poetry.   He created a special diamante poem that shows how opera integrates all of the arts, as well as illustrating the production and audience sides of this marvelous musical experience.  It is called, the Opera Lover poem and is printed as a note card, the Opera Lover note card.  See example below.
OPERA LOVER
Opera

Tragic, comic, grand.

Writing, directing, acting, singing, bowing.

Music, drama, poetry, arts, dance, art, literature.

Watching, listening, laughing, crying.

Appreciative, critical, faithful.

Lover

OPERA IN POETRY ©1989
 Sketches in poetry of operatic roles.  An original poetry form

combining features of three short form poems:

HAIKU  CINQUAIN  DIAMANTE
David W. Gurney
