UNCLE LOUIE’S DIARY:  SAMPLE

REFLECTIONS:  THEORY, “MOTIVOS”, PERSONAL
Underlying any event of humankind are what I refer to, as one looks at countries in Latin America, as “motivos” (motives/themes/motivations).  Once one has control of a certain amount of historical data (lectures, readings, diaries, etc.), and has begun to sort through this historical evidence in terms of a theoretical format, there is the, essentially, human perspective to come to terms with.  What is it that, down deep, motivates people to do certain things, the things that become history, for example?  John Reed asks Mexican peons who are fighting, and likely to be killed (the odds were not in their favor!) in the revolution, why they were fighting.  You will be asked to find connections from the history that you examine in the class to several of these “motivos” as a way of building insights that will be part of the basis for your final project.  

“UNCLE LOUIE’S DIARY” 

     One of the oddest things about the Revolution was that Mexicans allowed American journalists to cover it for some publications in the United States.  I was one of them and sent dispatches on a fairly regular basis back to New York.  I got in with a troop of Mexicans, in 1913, fighting under the general leadership of Pancho Villa who commanded the Northern Division.  It was quartered in Chihuahua.  Many of the fighters were peons, men who worked on the vast haciendas that had begun as land grants from the Spanish crown.  But, they developed into huge holdings as the “hacenderos” were able to usurp Indian lands or had been given these lands under various leaders, such as the dictator Porfirio Diaz.

     As I got to know these fighters, I wondered what their reasons for fighting were.  Well, they were as varied as the Indian cultural backgrounds that they represented.  Some wanted to get their traditional Indian lands back.  But, even that wish was tinged with the perspective that whoever won the revolution, someone would come along and take their possessions and leave them as poor as they were before the revolution. As one older man said, it won’t be the soldiers who get the benefits of the revolution, it will be those who did not fight.  Others had such mundane reasons as getting a good rifle and a horse, or fighting because it was easier than working.  These men accepted me without animosity or much curiosity. I just became one of them for awhile.

  Reflection:

1. Theory:  This journal entry reflects Wolfe’s idea that the poorest peasants may not benefit from a revolution because of the power and influence of various groups that may be described as elites.

2. Motivos:  This is another example of how the poor (poverty) become 

victims in their own societies due the lack of power that, essentially, characterizes most poor people.  Often, their isolation leads to low expectations about their future based on their history in past struggles.

3. Personal:  It was just like my Uncle Louie to immerse himself into the fighting as much as he did even though he was not shooting.  He got along well with people of all backgrounds and had an eye for important things going on around him.  I can easily see him sharing a smoke and a bottle while sitting around a fire after fighting was over for the day.

